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Claims 1-18 (canceled) 

19 (currently amended). A metfiod tor treating sickle cell disease in a patient in 
need thereof, comprising the step of administering to said patient a compound of 
the formula: 



R2, R3 and R4 are the same or different and selected ffom the group consisting 

of H, OH, all<yl» halogen and hydroxy-alk^; R6 and R7 » H; 

X=OorS; 

and wherein said compound Is administered in sufficient amount to said patient 
to ametiorate sickle cell disease. 
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where 



R1 is CHO or a thiozolkline group of the fbitowing fonnula: 
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20 (origlnaO. The method of claim 19, wherein R2 and R3 » H; R4 is H. alky! or 
hydroxyalkyl: and X »0 and the general fbnnula of the compound Is: 




21 (original). The method of daim 20, wherein R2 and R3 = H; R4 is H, allcyi or 
hydroxyalkyl; and the general fonmula of the compound is: 




22 (currently amended). The method of daim 20. wherein sakJ compound is of 
the fomfiula; 




where 

R28ndR3BH. 
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23 (eurrsntly amended). The method of daim 19, wherein said compound is of 
thefomniia 



where 




O2CH2CH3 



R2, R3 » H; R4 is H, alkyi or hydroxy-alkyl; R6 and R7 aH; and X = O 

24 (cuniantly amended). The method of claim 23, wherein said compound is of 
the fbrmula: 




Q2CH3CH3 
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25 (cuirentiy amended). The method of daim 19, wherein said compound is 
selected ftom the group consisting of a compound of the formula: 




^H2CH3 



26(original). The method of daim 19, wherein said compound is 5- 
hydroxymeU>yr-2-furaidehyde. 

27(original). The method of daim 19, wherein said compound is 2*(5- 
hydroxymethyl-furan-2-yt)-thidzoildine«4M:art)Oxyitc add ethyl aster, 

28(onginai). The method of daim 19» wherein said compound is 5-methyl- 
furaldehyde. 

29(original). The method of daim 19, wherein said compound is 5-ethyl- 
furaldehyde. 
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